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MINUTES 


GERMAN EVANGELICAL 


PENNSYLVANIA, 
Convened in Lancaster, from the 13th to the 17th of June, 
- in the year of our Lord, 1829. 3 


In conformity with a resolution of the last Synodical meeting, 

the Ministers and Lay-delegates of the Evangelical Lutheran 
. Synod of Pennsylvania, convened inthe City of Lancaster, on 
| Trinity Sunday, A. D. 1829. 

In the morning, at 10 o’clock, the President of the Synod, the 
Rev. J. Miller, preached in the Lutheran church on 4 Cor. iv. 
4,2. * Let a man so account of us as of the ministers of Christ, 
and-stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required 

in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”’ \ 

In the afternoon, the Rev. Mr. Hecht, Secretary of the Synod, 

_ preached in the same place, on Acts of the Apostles xxvi. 28. ' 
\< Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to © 
be a Christian.” 

In the evening divine service was conducted by Rev. Mr. 
Uhlhorn, the text of whose discourse was, Joel ii. 28.“ And it 
shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all flesh.”” 

On the same day, the Rev. Mr. Schindel preached in the Re- 
formed church in the morning, on Heb. xi. 25. ‘ Choosing rather 
to suffer affliction with the. people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season.’’—In the afternoon, Rev. William 
German, on Sirach xviii. 22. ‘ Let nothing hinder thee to pay 
thy vow in due time, and defer not till death to be justified.”’>—. 
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In the evening, the Rev. Mr. J. Jeger on Rom. i. 16. “ For 
I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, 

_ and also to the Greek.” The Rev. Mr. Kessler preached in the 
new Lutheran church in the forenoon, on Gen. xxviii. 16, 47. 

ia «And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the 

| Lord is in this place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and 
said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” The Rev. Mr. Hemping 
preached at candlelight in the same house, on Johnv. 39. ‘Search 
the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and 
they are they that testify of me.” 
On Saturday evening previously, the Rev. Mr. Martin preach- 
ed an English sermon, in the Lutheran church, on Mat. xxi. 


se 28—31. ‘ But what think ye? A certain man had two sons, &c.”’ 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE SYNOD. 
FIRST SESSION. 
| Monday, June 15th, 9 o’clock, A. M. 
| The Ministers and Delegates met agreeably to appointment. | 
| After the President, the Rev. J. Miller, had opened the meeting 
with a hymn and an address to the throne of grace, the names of 
| | the Clergy were called. The following were present : 
Mames. Place of Residence. 
Pastor C. Jeger, Allentown. 
-Reller, Goschenhoppen. 
Hecht, Easton. 
J. Miller, Reading. 
Ulrich, -Tulpehocken. 
Van Hoff, Palmyra. 
Betis, Warwick. 
Becker, Lancaster. 
Hemping, Lykens Valley. 


Schindel, Sunbury. 
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Vames. 


Pastor Filbert, 
Strein, 
Geissenhainer, jun. 
Trumbauer, 

C. Miller, 
Kessler, 
German, 
Demme, 
Weiandt, 

Walz, 
Uhlhorn, 
Stein, 
Lochman, 
Rothrauff, 
Waage, 
Seheurer, 
Reichert, | / 


Candidate Beilharz, 
H.S. Miller, 
C. P. Miller, 
Martin, 
Wampole, 
Kemmer, 
J. Jeger, 

~ Gross, 
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Place of Residence. 


Oley Township: 
Columbia. - 
New York. 
Leacock Township. 
Swamp. 
Bloomsbury. 
Maccungy. 
Philadelphia. 
Lancaster. 
Hamburg. 
Baltimore. 
Jonestown. 
Harrisburg. 
Maytown. 
Upper Hanover. 
Hummelstown. 


New Holland. 


Seneca. 
Springfield. 
Belmont. 
Huntingdon. 
Pikeland. 
Richland. 
Allentown. 
Hamilton. 


The following gentlemen were absent: 


Dr. Scheeffer, Senior of the Ministerium. 
With an excuse. 


Pastor Carpenter. 
Dr. Geissenhainer. 


With an excuse. 


Pastor Ernst. With an exeuse. 


Meendsen. 
Probst. 
Deering. 
_Wartman. 
Heim. 
Miinnig. 
Ruppert. 


With an excuse. 
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Pastor G. Jeger. With an apology. 


Heilig. 
Abele. With an excuse. 
Bahl. 
Candidate Eister. 
Binninger. With an excuse. 


The gentlemen, whose names are below, now presented their 


credentials as Lay-delegates, and were admitted to their seats, as 


members of the Synod. 


Mr. Jacob Fritz, Reading. 
Jacob Kurr, Tulpehocken. 
Henry Iba,  Seheeferstown. 
Lancaster, with one vote. 
Martin Weber, Sunbury. 
j Christian Grosch, Columbia. 
| Peter Bechtel, Germantown. 
a J. Roth, Amity. 
Ephraim Baer, Leacock. 
Daniel Wolff, Hamburg. 
Valentine Hummel, _—_— Harrisburg. 
John Schaefer, Maytown. 
) John Trumbauer, New Goschenhoppe. 
Martin Hacker, Hummelstown. 
ed Jacob Kistler, Fayette. 
| Charles Eichholz, Williamsburg. 
Matthias Holdeman, Vincent. 
| George Gauer, Hamilton. 


The following gentlemen appeared as Delegates from other 
Synods, and were admitted as such to a seat and vote: 

Dr. Schmuecker and Rev. Mr. Heyer, from the 

Lutheran Synod of West Pennsylvania. 

Rey. Messrs. Hoffmeier and Schaffner, from the German Re- 

formed Synod in America. 

The President asked, whether there was any one present, that 
claimed to be recognised as a member of the Synod. The Rev. 
Mr. Demme announced, that the Rev. Mr. Keller of Germantown, 
formerly a member of the West Pennsylvania Synod, and the Rey. 
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Mr. Krauth, of the Synod of Maryland and Virginia, desired to 
connect themselves with the Synod of Pennsylvania, as their pres- 
ent congregations are within its bounds. The President stated, 
on this information, that they would be considered, according to 
the constitution, members of the body, and that their names would 
be enrolled in the proper place. ‘These two brethren took their 
seats. 

After the Synod was thus organized, it consisted of sixty 


members. 
The Rev. Mr. Osterloh and Candidate Haverstick, of the 


West Pennsylvania Synod, were introduced, and admitted into 


| the Synod as advisory members. 


Baer. 


The President now made known, that the Synod must proceed 
to the election of officers, and appointed a committee to superin- 


tend the election. The committee reported, after counting the 


votes, that the following persons were elected : 


Rey. J. Miller, President. 
Rev. C. R. Demme, Secretary. 
Rey. J. R. Becker, Treasurer. 


The President ealled for the papers addressed to the Synod, 
arranged and numbered them, and delivered them to five commit- 
tees for examination and report. 

The first cemmittee consisted of Messrs. C. Jeger, Reeller, , 
Beilharz, Fritz, and Kurr. 

The second consisted of Messrs. Hecht, Ulrich, Reichert, Iba, 


and Keffer. 


The'third, of Messrs. Beetis, Hemping, Ph. Miller, Weber, 
and Grosch. 
The fourth, of Messrs. Schindel, Filbert, Strein, Roth, and 


The fifth, of Messrs. Geissenhainer, jun. C. Miller, Trum- 


_ bauer, Hummel, and Schaefer. 


Mr. G. L. Mayer, a Delegate of the aaa congregation, 


_ observed, that, altheugh his name was recorded before that of 
his colleague, Mr. H. Keffer, the Synod should regard Mr. Keffer 
_ as the acting representative of the Lancaster congregation. sh 


The constitution, in chap. 6. § 21, 8, requiring that the min- 
utes of the last Synodical meeting should be read, it was resolved | 
by the Synod, to dispense with it for this time. 
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The President reported, (according to the constitution, chap. 
6. § 21, 9.) that he had received no information during the past 
year, in respect to Special Conferences, and no important letters 
on Synodical business. 
The Rev. Mr. Becker, after this report, eheorved, that it 
is greatly to be desired, that Special Conferences should be more 
frequently held in future, in the different districts of the Synod, 
as they are alike calculated to profit the clergy and their congre- 
gations. A number of the members coincided in these views, and 
it was given in charge to the Secretary, to search the records of 
the Synod for the divisions into districts, which had been formerly 
_ pmrade, and to report to the next meeting of the Synod. _ 

Messrs. German, Uhlhorn, and John ‘Trumbauer were ap- 
pointed a committee by the President, to audit the account of the 
‘Treasurer. 


‘The session was s closed with a the Rev. Mr. Betis. 


SECOND SESSION. 
Monday, 3 o’clock, P. M. 


The session was commenced with singing, and prayer by j 


Pastor Schindel. . 
The Rev. Mr. Schaffner presented twelve copies of the pro- 


ceedings of the German Reformed Church, at their last meeting, 


which were gratefully received, and placed on the table for the — 
use of the members. 

The first Committee reported, through the Rev. Mr. Roller, 
on the papers given to them, as follows: 

No. 1. 2. 3. 4. are letters concerning the legacies of Streit and 
Reedelheim, and the new arrangements respecting both, made by Dr. 
Niemeyer. These letters are too long and too important, to admit 
of their communication in a mere extract. The committee think, 
that they should be read to the Synod. 

This report was approved, the letters read, and the following 
resolutions, in respect to the European legacies, were passed. 

1. Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to confer in a 


th 
of 


— 


friendly manner with the honourable Corporation of the German _ 


Lutheran Congregation of St. Michael and Zion in Philadelphia, 


in order to accomplish the wishes of Dr. Niemeyer. . 
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2. Resolved, That the President of the Synod and the Rev. 
C. Jeger be the committee, and that to them be transferred all 
the correspondence, which relates to these legacies. 

3. Resolved, That the President of the Synod, in connexion 
with Dr. Miihlenberg, receive the moneys conveyed to the Governor 
of Pennsylvania by Dr. Niemeyer, and give the requisite receipts. 

4. Resolved, that these moneys, when received, shall be de- 
ivered to the Treasurer of the Synod. 

5. Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to propose to the 
Synod a plan by which these moneys can be most usefully appro- 
priated: that this committee shall consist of five members; and 
that Messrs. C. — Filbert, Schindel, Roth, and Fritz be the 
nembers. 

No. 5. Isa petition from Mr. Stock, in which he prays, that 
the Synod would send him his portion of the money that is to be 
distributed, by the hands of the son of the Rev. Mr. Schindel, or 
»f the Rev. Mr. Kessler. = 

The consideration of Mr. Stock’s request was deferred, until 
the report of the above mentioned committee should be furnished. 
The second committee reported through the Rev. Mr. Hecht. 
No. 6. Is a letter from the Rev. Mr. Ernst, in which he re- 
juests to be excused for his non-attendance at the Synod, on ac- 
sount of the death of his consort and his own debilitated condition. 
He mentions, likewise, that he has transmitted six dollars for 
the Synodical treasury, and gives a report of his official acis 
luring the past year. 

Resolved, That, with sentiments of deep sympathy, the Sy- 
iod exeuses the Rev. Mr. Ernst. _ 

No. 7. Contains a letter from the Williamsport congregation, 
in which they solicit aid, from the European legacies, to e¢om- 
plete the house of worship, which they have commenced. 

Resolved,. That an attention to this solicitation be postponed, 
Lill the committee on the legacies make their report. 

No. 8. Is a letter from the Rev. Mr. Abele, in which he ex- 
cuses his absence, on account of sickness, and transmits his pa- 
rochial report. 

Resolved, That this excuse be accepted. 

No. 9. Is an interesting letter from Dr. Miihlenberg, in which 
he informs the Synod, that he has felt himself constrained to re- 
linquish the office of the Gospel ministry; expresses the hope, 
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in Crawford county ; excuses his absence on account of indisposi- 


_ < Why stand ye here all the day idle.” 


seat of an advisory member. 


— 10 — 
that his brethren will do him the justice to believe, that he has | 
not taken this step on insufficient grounds; respectfully tenders 


his resignation as a member of the Synod, and takes leave of it 
with the wishes of a friend. The committee is of opinion, that 


. this letter should be read publiely. 


Resolved, That this be done. | 

After the Synod had heard the letter, on motion of the Rev. 
Mr. Jeeger, seconded by the Rev. Mr. Hecht, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the Synod comply with the desires of Dr. 
Miihlenberg, and accept his resignation; that they eratefully 
acknowledge the many services which he has rendered them and 
the church, during the twenty-seven years in which he has been 
associated with them, and that they wish him the Divine blessing 
in the new sphere in which he has engaged. 

No. 10. Is a Jetter from Mr. Edward Schulze, in which he 
states, that he with his father preaches for eight congregations 


tion and other impediments, and expresses the wish, that the 
Synod would, in view of his peculiar circumstances, grant him 
a Candidate’s license, till he can appear before the Ministerium, 
and submit himself to the customary examination. In connexion 
with this is 

No. 14. A letter from the Elders and Deacons of the congre- 
gations, in which Mr. E. Schulze officiates, in which they testify 
to his fidelity, and very respectfully ask the Synod, to advance 
him in the ministry. 

Both these communications belong to the Ministerium and — 
were laid over. 

The session was ended with a prayer fromthe Rev. Mr. Ulrich. 

In the evening the Rev. Mr. Heyer preaehed on Matt. xx. 6. 


THIRD SESSION. 


Tuesday, June 16, 9 o'clock, A. M. 


‘The meeting was opened with singing and prayer, by the ener 


Mr. Hemping. <j 
The Rev. Mr. Pauli, Pastor of the German Reformed church 


in Reading, was presented to the Synod, and admitted to the — 
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The third committee presented ‘the following report, through 
the Rev. Mr. Betis: 

No. 12. Is a eall from the congregations Mosillim, Huf, and 
Longswamp to Mr. Isaac Reeller; connected with a notice, that 
they have become destitute of ministerial kabours, by the removal 
of their Pastor, Mr. C. Miller, and a request, that the Synod 
would confirm the call of Mr. Isaae Reeller. 

Resolved, That this request be granted, if Mr. Reeller’s ex- 
amination be sustained. 

No. 13. Is a copy of the proceedings of the Synod, usually 
called, « The Free, Reformed Synod,” from which it appears, 
that a resolution was passed by them, to transmit to oar Synod, 
twenty copies of their minutes. 

After the question: Shall these minutes be received ? had beea 
proposed and discussed, it was, on motion of the Rev. Mr. Uhl- 


horn, seconded by the Rev. Mr. Hecht, 


Resolved, That the minutes ef the “Free and Independent 
German Reformed Congregations of Pennsylvania,” are accepted 
by us as an evidence, or at least with the hope, that the unfa- 
vourable and unjust sentiments formerly entertained by them 
towards our Synod, have been removed. 

No. 14. A letter-from the congregation at Elizabethtown, an- 


; nouncing, that they have discharged their Minister, Mr. Speck, 


and requesting permission from the Synod, to unite themselves 
with the church at Maytown, and to call the Rev. Mr. Rothrauff. 
Resolved, That the Elizabethtown congregation be permitted 
to do so, and that the Rev. Mr. Rothrauff is authorized by our 
constitution, to exereise his discretion in the matter. 
No. 15. Is a letter of apology for absence from the Rev. Mi. 


‘ Binninger. He assigns feeble health and other afflictions as the 
- eauses. In addition, he requests a renewal of his license, pre- 
_ sents his day-book and a sermon for examination, and transmits a 


4 . 


collection of two dollars and four cents for the treasury. 
_ Resolved, That the excuse of the Rev. Mr. Binninger is ac- 


 eepted, and that ‘his request about his license will be noticed ia 


the Ministerium. | ; 


In No. 16. the congregations in Williams township, Flatland, 
Rockhill, and Hilltown, express their satisfaction with their ~ 
preacher, Mr. William Keemmer, and request the Synod to ex 
ease them for not sending a Delegate. 
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The Synod is gratified with the favourable testimony “ these 
congregations, and accepts their excuse. 

The fourth committee reported through the Rev. Mr. Schindel. 

No. 47. A testimonial of the Hamilton, Chesnuthill, and 
Smithfield congregations, in favour of their Minister, the Rev. 
Mr. Gross. 

The Synod is pleased therewith. ~ 

No. 18. A written communication from a congregation in Rock- 
hill, Bucks county, soliciting from the Synod, one hundred and 


fifty dollars of the European legacies, to liquidate theiz remain- — 


ing debts. 
Deferred as No.7. 
No. 19. A eall to the Rev. William B. Keemmer frem the 
Hilltown congregation. _ 

Resolved, ‘That Mr. Kemmer is permitted to take charge of 
this congregation. | 

No. 20. A call from several congregations in Huntingdon 
county to the Rev. Mr. Martin, accompanied with a request, that 
the Synod would confirm the call. | 

Likewise the diary and asermon of Mr. Martin. In addition, 
it is observed by him, that as he will in future reside on the west 
side of the Susquehanna, he desires to connect himself with the 
West Pennsylvania Synod, and requests an honourable dismission 
on the part of our Synod. ° 

Resolved, That the Synod does not sanction the call of the 
above congregations, as Mr. Martin has resolved to unite himself 
with the West Pennsylvania Synod, in whose bounds they are; 


that Mr. Martin, as requested, is ereditably dismissed by this 
Synod, and that the Secretary is instrueted to prepare the cer- | 


tificate of dismission. 
No. 21. A letter from the Rev. Mr. Probst, who desires to be 


-exeused for absence from the Synod this year, on account of sick- 
ness; wishes the Synod the blessing of heaven on their operations, ~ 


and sends his annual parochial and ten for the ~ 


treasury. 

Resolved, That he is excused. 
The fifth committee reported through Mr.. jun. 
No. 22. A letter of the Rev. Messrs. Dering and Wartmann, 
‘presenting first a report of their official proceedings during the — 
last synodical year; moreover expressing the desire that one of 


4 
A 
> 
id 
4 
~ 
4 
| 
= 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 
t 
4 


— 13 — 


their schoolmasters, Mr. J. Henry Busse, whose character is very 
favourably drawn, may participate in the distributions of the 
European legacies, in the event of any thing of this kind being 
- done for impoverished clergymen and teachers; and finally re- 
questing that seven copies of the liturgy be sent them. 
i By an oral communication from the Rev. Mr. C. Jeeger, was 
the non-appearance of Messrs. Dering and Wartmann excused. 
Accompanying this letter, is the parochial report of the Rev. 
Mr. Meendsen, and his communication, that he sends ten dollars 
and fifteen cents, as the contribution of his congregations to the 
treasury. | 
Resolved, That the excuse of Messrs. Dering and Wartmenn 
; is not accepted by the Synod; that their request in regard to the 
- liturgy be granted, and that the same be sent through the Rev. Mr. 
_ German, and that their solicitation for Mr. Busse be postponed 
} for further consideration, as Nos. 7 and 18. 
' No. 23. Contains a letter from the Rey. Mr. Carpenter, in 
” Kentucky, directed to Dr. Scheeffer, which is made the medium 
of a request to the Dr. to have him excused for his absence from 
- the Synod, on account of the remoteness of his residence, and his 
” advanced age; of conveying his cordial respect and affection for 
> the Synod, and of expressing the desire, that he may continue to 
» be regarded as one of its members. 
Resolved, That the Synod accepts this apology for absence, 
: _is pleased with his attachment to it, recognises him as a member, 
and directs its President to answer fraternally his letter. 

No. 24. A letter from our esteemed Senior, Dr. Scheffer, in 
reference to which the committee makes no report, from the eon- 
.  vietion that it should be read publicly before the Synod. . 

| This report was approved. After the reading of Dr. Scheef- 
, fer’s letter, on motion of the Rev. Mr. C. Jeger, seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Betis, it was 
. Resolved, That our venerated Senior is excused for his absence, 
» and is hereby most sincerely Goes for his paternal and chris- 
tian communication. 

No. 25. A second letter of Dr. Scheffer, in which he states, 
. that he sends to the Ministerium five certificates of ordination, 
» dive candidate’s licenses, and twelve copies of the constitution; 
e that in the archives of the Synod, are a number of certificates of 
and unbound copies of the from the 4786: 
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(hat there are no more candidate’s lieenses, eatechet’s licenses, — 
or new liturgies. He mentions, that, by a former resolution, the ) 
liturgies were ordered to be sent to. Dr. Schmucker. 

No. 26. Contains the papers mentioned in No. 25. 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of the Synod is authorised to de 
what is wibedihirh, to supply the deficiency of licenses. 

The Rev. Mr. Becker communicated, that he had received — 
from Dr. Schmucker, 480 copies of the tende, two-thirds of the 
number on hand, which are the property of the Synod, andthat — 
he wished some disposition made of them. 

Resolved, That, for the present, Mr. Becker retain these 
copies of the liturgy. 

No. 27. A letter from the congregations of the Rev. Mr. Beil- — 
harz, expressive of their entire satisfaction with him; of their © 
wish that he should still labour amongst them, and that the Divine — 
blessing might attend the Synod in the discharge of its duties. | 

Resolved, that the Synod rejoices at the commendation of these — 
churches, and grants their petition. _ 4 
The committee of accounts reported through the Rev. Mr. — 


German: 


That the duty assigned to them had been discharged, and that 
the accounts of the Treasurer are correct. The receipts of the — 
preceding year, inclusive of $ 752 29, received from the former — 
Treasurer, amount to $ 921 22. The expenditures of the same 
year amount to $ 66. The balance in the treasury is $ 855 22, | 

Subseribed, 
BENJ. GERMAN, 
JOHN UHLHORN, 
JOHN SSUMBAUER. 


The committee, commissioned to —_ a plan for the appli- 
cation of the European legacies, reported progress. 
Messrs. Keller, Uhlhorn and Keffer were directed to look over 
the minutes of the German Reformed Synod. 
The Rev. Mr. German arose, and asked permission of the 
Synod to direct their attention to an occurrence of the day, which, 
to him and many of his brethren, appeared to require an explicit 
explanation on the part of the Synod to our churehes. He stated: 
That there were symptoms of considerable commotion among# 
the people in many places, on account of the religious operation 


“4 
te’ 
> 
f 
. 
& 
> 
fe 
> é 
» 
i 
¢ 
4 
ga 
= 
: | 
— 


ofthe day. He further stated: It is thought, that associations 
4 for unavowed purposes, hostile to civil and religious liberty, have 

been in some instances formed, that a deeply rooted suspicion 
- towards the churches most active in these societies is expressed, 
and that there is a disposition to fix on our church and Synod like- 
_ wise this suspicion. Under these circumstances, he regarded it as 

~ necessary, to allay the apprehensions-which have been created, 
! that the Synod should publicly in is its sentiments on this 
subject. 

After several members had expressed their views on the subject, 
_ It was Resolved, That a committee be appointed, whose duty 
it shall be to consider and report: Whether a necessity exists for 
F such an expression, and if se, how it can best be given. = 
. Resolved, That this committee shall consist of the Rev. Messrs. 

? C. Jeger, Heeht, Uhlhorn, German, and Lochman, and of Messrs. 
~ Hummel, Keffer, Fritz, John Trumbauer, Kurr, and Holdeman. 


The o— now adjourned after — by the Rev. Mr. 


FOURTH SESSION. 
Luesday Afternoon, 3 o’clock. 


After the brethren had united in singing, and the Rey. Mr. 
 Reller had prayed, 
‘ a The brethren gave in their parochial reports. (See end.) 
At the same time the Treasurer received the contributions to 
the Synodical treasury for the present year. (See end.) 
) The Delegates to other Synods of the past year reported. 
The Treasurer, the Rev. Mr. Becker, who was appointed to 
attend the West Pennsylvania Synod, stated: That he was unable 
i- to be present, on account of sickness in his family. 
_ The President, the Rev. J. Miller, reported: That he attend- 
ered the Syned of New York, at their meeting in the City of New 
York, and that he was received in a friendly manner by the Pres- 
ident, Dr. Wackerhagen, and admitted to the privileges of mem- 
bership. 
cit. The committee, which. were. appointed to deliberate on an ex- 
sd: planation of the Synod to the people, in regard to the religious 
gi Associations of the day, gave a verbal report, through the Rey. 
‘ ie. Hecht, from which it appeared : 
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That the committee, under existing circumstances, consider it 
hi unquestionably adviseable, to repel, by an explanation on the part — 
| | of the Synod, in a rational and dignified manner, the objections 
j which have been and are yet made to the Synod, for the purpose 
} i) of refuting groundless suspicions, and to promote tranquillity and 
christian feelings in the churches; but not having agreed on the 
manner in which this should be done, they will, if the privilege — 
| be granted them, present to the Synod several in 
writing. 
} The Synod accepted the report of the commnitaen, and desired | 
to hear the different propositions. 
) After this was done, and the requisite explanations were made, 
| it was, on motion of the Rev. Mr. Uhlhorn, seconded by the Rev. © 
\ Mr. Becker, Resolved, to present the following explanation : 
| Evil reports are not disregarded, but listened to and propagat- — 
| ed. This is true, both as respects the things of this life, and the 
most sacred objects of humanity. ‘These too and their promotion, - 
i dh escape not the venomous breath of false and injurious representa- — 
tion. It is known, that many years ago, Missionary, Bible, Tract, © 
i and other societies were formed, and regarded and supported by — 
thousands of christians, as beneficent institutions for the advance- 
ment of christianity, in Europe, particularly in Germany, the — 
land of our forefathers, in Switzerland, England, Scotland, and 
-) likewise in North America. But it is to be regretted, that dis- | 
reputable and dishonourable motives have been aseribed to them, 
| who have resorted to these means of diffusing man’s choicest, 
4g holiest treasure, the religion of Christ. This too has happened 
in several of the congregations belonging to our Synod, and many — 
of our Ministers have been charged with countenancing and advo- 
;| eating these institutions from secular and mercenary motives. 
1 H era ) That this has not been done by individual members of our eccelesias- 
: ’ tical body, nor by the body itself, and that it will not be done, 
we without reserve and with solemnity declare to the world; and. 
this we do to tranquillize the minds of those in our churehes, who 
ma have been harassed with doubts. ) 
i] ee The committee for examination of the minutes of the Germar 
hi Reformed Synod reported : 
That they diseovered nothing in them which required the 
: notice of our Synod, exeept the appointment of the Rev. Messrs 
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Hoffmeier and Schaffner as Delegates to our Synod, and the reso- 

lution to send us twelve copies of their minutes.” | 
With feelings of high gratification on account of the fraternal 

dispositions herein manifested, it is the desire of the Synod that 

_ eur friendly intercourse may not be interrupted. 

| The Synod proceeded to appoint its representatives. 

| Resolved, That the Rev. Messrs. Ernst and Stein be appointed 

to represent this Synod in the next meeting of the German Re- 

formed Synod. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Messrs. Lochman and Scheurer be 


4 
_ our delegates to the next Synod of West Pennsylvania. 


On motion of the Rev. Mr. Krauth, seconded by the Rev. Mr. 


a ’ Demme, that a delegate be sent to the next Synod of New York, it was 


Resolved, That no representative be sent to the Synod of New 


|) York this year. 


Resolved, That 500 copies of the minutes be published in the 


~~ German language, and 150 in English; that the Secretary attend 


a to the publication and the Treasurer to the payment of it out of 
the treasury. 
+ Resolved, That the Seeretary send the usual number of copies 
/ of the minutes to the different Synods. 
As a number of the Lay-representatives were anxious to return 
home, and there was no urgent business before the Synod, the time 
and place for the next meeting of the Synod were takenup. The 
iRev. Mr. Becker invited the Synod, in the name of his congregation, 
ina friendly manner, to make Lancaster again the place of meeting, 
jin which invitation Mr. H. Keffer concurred with equal cordiality. 
The Synod received likewise a friendly invitation, through the Rey. 
r.C. Miller, from the Pottszrove congregation ; through the Rev. 
“Mr. Lochman, from the Harrisburg congregation; and through’ 


the Rev. Mr. German, from the Wommelsdorf congregation. 


e, » After balloting on the subject, it appeared that Lancaster was 
selected as the place, and Trinity Sunday, 4830, asthe. time of 
ho the next Synodical meeting. | 


Resolved, That the Synod will meet at S o’clock to-morrow 


ar morning. 


~ The Synod — after prayer by the Rev. Mr. Kessler. 


he The Rev. Mr. Filbert preached this evening on Matt. xxiv. 25. 


‘* Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away. 
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FIFTH SESSION. 


Wednesday, 17th June, 8 o’clock, A. M. 


Singing and prayer. The latter by the Rev. Mr. Osterloh. 
’ The committee, to which was assigned the duty of proposing 
a plan for the application of the European legacies, reported as 
follows, through the Rev. C. Jeger: 


As we are not yet sufficiently acquainted with the intention of 


the testators of these legacies, we therefore feel ourselves at a 
loss, to be specific to the extent of our wishes, as respects their ap- 


propriation. We move, however, the following for the present: 


After the President of the Synod shall have received the money 
in hand from his exeellency, the Governor of the state, and paid 
the same to the Treasurer of the Synod; then the President and 


Treasurer of the Synod, and (if his excellency, the Governor, — 


will confer the favour) his exeellency, the present Governor of 


the State of Pennsylvania, shall constitute a committee, to invest ~ 


it in some secure stock, the interest of which shall annually be 
paid into the Synodical treasury, and applied conscientiously, ac- 


church. 
Resolved, ‘That this report be aecepted. 


cording to the will of the liberal donors, for the good of the whole — 


The petitions from the Rockhill and Williamsport congrega- ‘ 


tions, and the solicitation of Mr Busse, the teacher, which had 
been postponed till this report should be made, were now ealled 
up and laid before the Synod. 

Resolved, 'That the requests of the petitioners cannot be grant- 


ed at present, agreeably to this report and resolution, but that — 


they will be re-considered at the next meeting of the Synod. 
The question was asked, Shall Missionaries be appointed for 


——_—$§the present year, and if so—for what regions? 
The Rev. Mr. Keller and others having shown the importance _ 
of the regular appointment of Missionaries for our church, and — 


directed the attention to several destitute places—afterwards it 


was, on motion of the Rev. Mr. Hecht, seconded by the Rev. Mr. 


Demme, 


Resolved, That a be to labour four 


months in Cohanzy, New Jersey, and in Frankfort and Lower 


- Merion, in East Pennsylvania. 
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Un motion of the Rev. Mr. Schindel, seconded by the Rev. 
Mr. Hecht, it was 

Resolved, ‘That a Missionary be sent for four months to the 
northern parts of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, on motion of the Rev. C. Jeger, seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Uhlhorn, that the appointment and instruction of these 


+ two Missionaries, be left to the officers of the Synod. 


The subject of donations to the poor widows of clergymen was 


called up. 


Resolved, ‘That fifteen dollars be presented to the widow Leb- 
man from the Synodical treasury. 

Resolved, That the same sum be paid to the widow Illgen. 

Resolved, That fifteen dollars be granted to Mr. Stock. - 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. ean seconded by the Rev. 


Mr. Schindel, 


Resolved, That ten dollars be presented to Mr. Beilharz, to 


| diminish the expenses of his journey. 


It was new Resolved, That the congregation, in which the 


: Synod had met, should be cordially thanked for their hospitality, 


> and that this should be done this evening by the Secretary, at the 
close of the service. 

The Synod rose, sang a hymn to the praise of their Lord, and 
: | prostrated themselves before his throne. The. President offered 
» supplications, and dismissed the Lay-representatives with desires 


A 


for heaven’s blessings on them. 
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PAROCHIAL REPORTS, &e. 


Js far as they have been furnished this year by the Ministers of — 


Cong. Bapt. Conf. Com. Bur. Sch. 
Doctor Scheffer, i "4 199 43 758 147 
C. Jeger, ; 4 167 146 789 98 ~ 
Pastor Reller, . 3 4143 40 443 29 
Hecht, . 2 127 — 839 44 
Ulrich, . Y 4135 128 1007 42 
Van Hoff, ‘ — 38:0 — — 20 
Ernst, . 5 168 38 612 48 
Betis, . 4 126 45 454 43 
Meendsen, 6 143 95 9414 97. 
Becker, ; 4 154 83 359 72 
Hemping, . 6 190 95 895: 23 
Schindel, 8 198 77 1214 35 
Probst, 4 147 136 752 16 
Dering, : 6 181 68 932 52 
Wartmann, 
Strein, . 4 86 82 226 28 8 
Ruppert, 
Geissenhainer, jun. . 
Trumbauer, .. 5° 403 47 298 27 
Keller, .. 3 1146 62 452 68 2 
C. Miller, 6 244 409 1020 57 6. 
8 1648 74 678 39 46 
4 128 412 928 24 4 
Krauth, . 41212800 — — 
Demme. See Dr. Schaeffer’s. | | 
—_ 1510 4 
7 4110 43 788 28 6 
G.Jeger,. . 7 87% 39 686 89 6 


the connexion. 
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— 21 — 
Cong, Bapt. 
Pastor Lochman, . 2 40 
Rothrauff, . 3 45 
5 152 
 Waage, 3 90 
Scheurer, . 3 45 
Reichert, 4 105 
Bahl, . 
Beilharz, . 4 682 
H. 8S. Miller, 4 85 
Candidate Eister, 
Martin, 6... 33 
Wampole, . . 4 72 
Keemmer, . 65. 
J. Jeger. See C. Jeeger’s report. 
Gross, . 109 
Binninger, . . 7 146 
Speck. 4 94 


Pastor C. Jeger, . 


Ernst, 
Betis, 
Becker, . 
Hemping . 
Schindel, . 
Probst, 
Meendsen, 
German, . 
‘Stein,, 


Reichert, . 
Gross, 
Binninger, . 


Treasurer. 
: 


425 


3 List of the contributions for the treasury, from the report of the 


Conf. Com. Bur. Seh. 
— 30 — 
44 184 24 4 P 
26 625 19 6 
43 404 22 
— 4135 35 
73 427 38 4 
17 148 410 2 
53 340 31 | 
37 350 20 Zz 
54 454 31 
82 265 29 3 3 
28 200 22 q 
— 16624 — 
27 289 23 6 
5 
2 
Rothrauff, . ‘ é 2 
| 


4 


-amongst the ordained members for examination. 


to these gentlemen. 


MINUTES 


OE THE 


FIRST SESSION. 


Wednesday Morning, 10 o'clock. 


the close of the meeting of the Synod. 
The diaries and sermons of the Candidates were distributed | 


4 


The meeting of the Ministerium took place immediately a 


Messrs. Isaac Reller and William German applied for recep- 
tion into the Ministerium; the first through the President, the 
second through the Treasurer. It was remarked by the latter,’ 
that Mr. William German had been examined and licensed ad” 


interim by the President of the West Pennsylvania Synod. : 


Resolved, that these applicants be examined. 2 
The President appointed as an examining committee the Rev. 


_ Messrs. Hecht, Filbert, C. Miller, and Uhlhorn. 


On motion of the Rev. Mr. Hecht, seconded by the Rev. Mr 
C. Miller. 

Resolved, That the rite of ordination shall take place thisg 
evening. 
~ Resolved, That the Candidates Messrs. ‘Beilharz and H. 
Miller be ordained. 

Resolved, That the ordinations for this year shall be eae 


_A letter was read from Candidate we in which he tender 
his resignation as a member of the Ministerium.  —_ 

Upon this the Ministerium Resolved, That the resignation d 
Mr. Speck is- accepted, and that he is no longer regarded as! 
member of the Ministerium. 
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A letter from the Rev. William Schulze, Pastor at Erie, was 

a svead, in which he excuses the absence of his son, Edward Schulze, 
and seconds his request (see Synodical transactions No. 10.) for 

fa Candidate’s license. : 

| Resolved, That Mr. Schulze’s request be granted, and that his 

“son be licensed ad interim, on the condition of his appearing be- 

Mfore the next Ministerium, and submitting to the constitutional 

examination. 

> Resolved, 'That Mr. Knoske’s name, according to the ministe- 

vial constitution, Chap. 6, § 5. shall no longer appear in the cat- 

alogue of members of our Ministerium. 

> Resolved, That the Ministerium will meet this afternoon at 

o’clock. 

; Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Geissenhainer. 


SECOND SESSION. 
Wednesday, 4 o’clock, 

> Commencement was made by a prayer from the Rev. M. Waiz. 
4 The committee of examination reported through the Rev. Mr. 
e 


Hecht 
That they had examined Messrs. German and Reeller, in the 
: anguages and in the different theological sciences, and, as the 
“Tesult of their examination, they recommend that both these een - 
~Bemen should be received into the Ministerium as Candidates. 

| The report was accepted, and it was _ 

Resolved, That Messrs. W. mest and J. Reeller be inducted 
as Candidates. 

| The President called for the reports on the journals and ser- 
pons of the Candidates. These were universally of such a na- 
tare, that the Ministerium 
Resolved, That the licenses of all shall be renewed. 

“After the ministerial business had been finished by this resolu- 
tion, the assembly united again in a hymn of praise. The Presi- 


his 


‘ meen addressed the throne of mercy in the language of gratitude 
"and supplication, and commended himself, his brethren, and their 


Soar and all present, to the sanctifying guidance and pro- | 
yn tection of the Most High. 
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— 24 — 
» dn the evening, the Ministers and congregation met again id 
the house of the Lord, to engage there in his solemn worship; | 
The Rev. C. Jeger preached on Heb. xiii.17. ‘ Obey them that” 
have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they wateh’ 

for your souls, as they that must give account.” After the ser- 
‘mon the ordination took place, which was performed by the Pres- 
ident and other officers of the Synod. At the close, the Secretary 
conveyed to the congregation acknowledgments of the gratitude of 
the Synod, and having pronounced the benediction, they retired. 
Jesus Christ, Lord and Head of redeemed men and of the whole 
intelligent creation! thou hast founded thy church on an immove- 
able basis; thou hast protected it in the conflicts of centuries; 
thou hast supported, extended, and glorified it amidst the attacks 
of enemies, and the follies and sins of false friends; and thou 
wilt conduct it to its high destiny, that the counsel of the Father 
may be effected. To thee be honour, and praise, and thanks, and 
love, and eternal udelity, and unshaken confidence from all that 
eall on thy name. ‘Thee do we acknowledge as the only Saviour. 
Thee will we serve, with pure hearts and a holy life, as beeometh 
a faithful people of God. We will labour for thy kingdom as 
long as we live, with love in deed and in word. Lord of glory, 
still continue to own us. May thy kingdom come to us in truth 
righteousness, and peace! May thy mind and spirit ever dwell 
amongst us in inereasing purity and abundance, that God may 
approve of us, and we appear at the eventful day of wrath and 
love, without spot or blemish. Yes, gracious Lord, bless us, and 

May we with our congregations continue in thy grace, in the love 
of the Father and the communion of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

That this is a correet report of what was done in the Synod 

and Ministerium of the German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
~ Pennsylvania, convened in Lancaster, in the year 1829, is tes 
tified by | een 


C. R. DEMME, 
Secretary of the Synod 
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